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USS Enterprise (CVAN/CVN-65) Association                                                       www.cvan-cvn-65.com 

Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel Reunion; Nov. 23-27, 2011 
More information will be sent in the near future. Here is a sample of the hotel‟s commitment for our reunion: 

 Guest room rate $84 + tax including self-parking 

 Group rates available 3 days prior and after main group arrival and departure dates 

 Reservation method: 1.888.627.8042 and ask for 2011 USS Enterprise Reunion 

 A personalized group web page for those guests wishing to make their reservations on line 

 All complimentary space required for meetings, dinners, ships store, memorabilia, and hospitality 

 Complimentary wide screen television in the hospitality room (Macy‟s parade and some football) 

 Special key locks for the ship‟s store/memorabilia rooms 

 Thanksgiving dinner in a private banquet room and all of the set up for the dinner.  

 

 The Sheraton has agreed to work with us and the ship in the planning for and holding the ship‟s 50th anniver-

sary party. More information to follow on that subject. 

 

 The Sheraton sits directly on Norfolk‟s waterfront. Guests can 

relax by watching ships from around the world, working tug boars, yachts 

starting their journey south or just watching the sun setting over Elizabeth 

River. The hotel is connected by covered walkway to the Waterside Festi-

val Marketplace Mall… offering a variety of shops , kiosks, and sit down 

restaurants (Outback, Joe‟s Crab Shack, and Hooters are the anchors). It is 

a short walk to Nauticus, Douglas MacArthur Memorial, and the Chrysler 

Museum. 

USS Enterprise and escort ships in harms way… 
 
Taken from Navy.mil and ABC News 

 On February 22nd, in the wee hours of the morning, U.S. forces, including the USS Enterprise, responded to 

gunfire aboard an American sailing vessel, the Quest, off the Somali coast. The Quest had been taken over by Somali 

pirates. The Navy flotilla also included guided-missile cruiser USS Leyte Gulf; and the guided-missile destroyer USS 

Bulkeley, both Norfolk-based; and the USS Sterett, a guided-missile destroyer home-ported in San Diego.  Negotiations 

were underway when a pirate fired, without warning, a rocket-propelled grenade at the Sterett. Then, gunfire broke out 

on board the Quest.   

 The Navy launched 15 Seals in two high-speed assault craft.  Some pirates appeared to surrender, and no gun-

shots were fired from the boarding team as they boarded. All four American hostages had been shot. Despite efforts of 

the SEALs, it was too late for the hostages.  As the SEALS searched below deck and encountered more pirates, they 

killed two pirates, one of which was killed in a close-quarters knife fight.  

 Bodies of the four hostages are aboard Enterprise. Also aboard are 15 captured Somali pirates. 

Looking southeast at the Sheraton Hotel. The Elizabeth 
River is on the right. Photo by Ray Godfrey 
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Association Officers 
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Stan Martin 
 

Vice-Chairman 

Ray Godfrey 
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Robin Spelman 
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Herb Hentchel 
 

First Past Chairman 

Chas Folcik 
 

Second Past Chairman 

Norm Strong 
 

Third Past Chairman 

Bill Newby 
 

Director 3 yrs. 

Harrison Gerstlauer 
 

Director 2 yrs. 

John Curley 
 

Director 1 yr. 

Doug Braun 
 

Ships Store; Webmaster; 

Database 

Rich Kehoe 
 

Scholarship 

Don & Marylee Thiry  

Harrison Gerstlauer 
 

Newsletter 

Ray Godfrey 
 

Membership 

Tom Reed 
 

Chaplain 

Bill Slupe 
 

Nominating Chairman 

Doug Braun 
 

Historian 

Bill Slupe 
 

PAO 

Bill Newby 
 

2011 Norfolk Reunion 

Stan Martin  
 

2012 Galveston Reunion 

Charles & Sheri Teller 
 

2013 Denver Reunion 

Robin Spelman 

 Spring is not far away, and we can start thinking about sunshine and the 

next reunion. We are formulating plans for the reunion and will have the plan of 

the day on our web site. We are about to embark in a new era in naval history 

with the 50th anniversary of Enterprise‟ commissioning. Rarely do ships reach 

this point with the exception of our National Historic Landmark, the USS Con-

stitution. Most ships that are Enterprise's age are rusting away in reserve fleets 

somewhere. Enterprise is still sailing the seven seas gloriously and serving 

America well. We are all proud of her. After all a lot of us helped put her togeth-

er. The ship has been well maintained over the years and still looks good. 

 The association goals for this year and future years should be maintaining 

our scholarships, preserving of the Enterprise Room on the ship, and coming up 

with a way to preserve a part of the ship for posterity. We are open for sugges-

tions and comments anytime. Lastly please remember that at some point Enter-

prise will be decommissioned, a very sad thought for most of us.  

 I recently had the opportunity to meet with the Enterprise Family Readi-

ness Group (FRG) consisting of wives, husbands, mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, 

and associate members. I spoke to them about the association‟s willingness to 

help with the ship‟s homecoming party and the 50th anniversary party. I also 

mentioned the scholarships available to those who apply and are qualified for 

them.  

 Captain Dee L. Mewbourne is the commanding officer and Captain Ryan 

Scholl is the executive officer. 

 Mrs. Mewbourne and Mrs. Scholl were at the FRG meeting. Captain 

Mewbourne spoke to the group by way of cellphone transmitted by satellite giv-

ing as much information as allowed. He stayed on line for a question-and-answer 

period for all present. The ship had just finished transiting the Suez Canal and 

was in the Arabian Gulf.  

 The reunion this year will be condensed to 31/2 days. It will be held at 

the Sheraton Downtown Norfolk during Thanksgiving week. More information 

will be forthcoming.  

 Best regards to all, 

 

 

 Stan Martin, Chairman 

 

From our Chairman Stan Martin 

From your Editor Ray Godfrey 

Editing and proofing submissions 

 All material submitted for the newsletter will be proofed and edited for reada-

bility, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Publishing all or part of articles is driven by 

space available. Sometimes layout demands shortening a piece or bumping it to a future 

issue. I try to publish all submittals. We have a full range of officers and members‟ fam-

ilies on our distribution list, so the content must be appropriate for all readers, all ages. 

Feature stories should be around 1,000 words. Other submissions are limited to 500 

words. 

 If possible please submit articles and photos in an electronic format to save me 

time. l can scan and save hard copy items, but it is time consuming. Thank you. 



Commanding Officers  

USS Enterprise CVA (N)/CVN-65 
 

Vincent P. de Poix 

Nov 25,1961-June 20, 1963 
 

Frederick H. Michaelis 

June 20, 1963-Julv 17, 1965 
 

James L. Holloway III 

July 17, 1965-July 11, 1967 
 

Kent L. Lee 

July 11, 1967-July 8, 1969 
 

Forest S. Petersen 

July 8, 1969-Dec 3, 1971 
 

Ernest E. Tissot 

Dec 3,1971–April 9, 1974 
 

Carol C. Smith 

April 9, 1974-Dec 10, 1976 
 

James W. Austin 

Dec 10, 1976-Feb 23, 1980 
 

Robert J. Kelly 

Feb 23, 1980-June 17, 1983 
 

Robert L. Leuschner 

June 17, 1983-Jan 27, 1986 
 

Robert J. Spane 

Jan 27, 1986-0ct 28, 1988 
 

Harry T. Rittenour 

Oct 28, 1988-Aug 7, 1991 
 

Daniel C. Roper 

Aug 7, 1991-Aug 27, 1993 
 

Richard J. Naughton 

Aug 27, 1993-Feb 2, 1996 
 

Michael D. Malone 

Feb 2, 1996-Nov 10, 1997 
 

Evan M. Chanik 

Nov 10, 1997-March 10, 2000 
 

James A. Winnefeld, Jr. 

March 10, 2000-Feb. 15, 2002 
 

Eric L. Neidlinger 

Feb.15, 2002- Dec. 10, 2004 
 

Larry Rice 

Dec. 10, 2004-May 17, 2007 
 

Ron Horton 

May 17, 2007-May 6, 2010 
 

O. P. Honors Jr. 

May 6, 2010-Jan. 2011 
 

Dee L. Mewbourne 

Jan. 2011– Present 

 

Association Database  
By Herb Hentschel, Treasurerm 

 Our association is in the process of changing over the member data-

base and we ask for your patience.  Unfortunately, our database administrator 

and shipmate, Bob Wassberg, passed away.  He had been managing the data-

base for many years.  This task involved recording new members, keeping the 

member info current and sending out the dues statements.  Due to Bob‟s pass-

ing, Chas Folcik and Rich Kehoe had been maintaining this info and sending 

out the dues statements.  In early January of 2011, I took over the database. 

Having the treasurer perform this function makes for the processing of mem-

ber info and dues more efficient.    

 The database has been and will continue to be maintained using Mi-

crosoft Access; however this program is somewhat complex.  Also, a compli-

cating issue is the fact that the original database was designed using the Ac-

cess version from the „90s.  Access had gone over many revisions over the 

years and - in typical Microsoft experience – some of these revisions have 

difficulty recognizing previous information formats. 

 Though we still have confidence in our database, a few of our mem-

bers may have found errors in their dues billing or information.  We ask all of 

our members to have patience with us until we get this straightened out.  

Should you find problems with your member info, please make the necessary 

changes on your dues statement form.  It is super, super important that each 

member ALWAYS return the statement; even if there are no changes needed 

to the statement, it‟s still imperative that we receive that piece of paper be-

cause we need to ensure that the member gets credit for his dues submittal.  If 

you find errors in how much you were billed, just send us a photo copy of 

your cancelled check and we‟ll correct it.  
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USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN/CVN-65) ASSOCIATION 

Constitution and By-Laws 
 Adopted - 

August 20, 2010 
 

ARTICLE I  NAME 

 The name of the Association will be USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN/CVN‑65) ASSOCIATION. 

  

ARTICLE II  CHARTER 

 

 The purpose of this Association will be to perpetuate the memory of the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN/

CVN‑65) and those shipmates who served aboard her, both prior to and after commissioning and to 
promote and maintain the spirit of camaraderie that existed among those who served aboard USS 

ENTERPRISE.  This purpose includes: 

1. Planning and arranging annual reunion meetings. 
2. Locating former shipmates and urging their active participation in the Association. 

3. Contributing mementos, pictures, plaques, artifacts, insignia, papers, letters and other memorabilia 

relating in any way to pre-commissioning, commissioning and service aboard the USS ENTER-
PRISE (CVAN/CVN‑65).  Such items may be maintained by individual members and shared at 

Association gatherings or donated to the Association Historian for historical preservation. 

4. To educate the public regarding the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN/CVN‑65). 
5. To solicit funds to preserve and maintain the Historical Room on the USS ENTERPRISE CVN‑65. 

6. To solicit funds to support the scholarship funds established for the eligible USS ENTERPRISE 

(CVAN/CVN‑65) crew and dependents as outlined in these bylaws and the USS ENTERPRISE 
(CVAN/CVN‑65) FUND bylaws. 

7. To do any other act or thing incidental to or connected with the foregoing purposes or an advance-

ment thereof, but not for the pecuniary profit or financial gain of its members, directors, or officers. 
 

Editors Note: I will be putting all of our bylaws in the future newsletters. We will be voting on a revision 

to the bylaws at the Norfolk reunion. To save reading the complete bylaws before the vote we will make 
the revision available through the newsletter before the reunion. Electronic PDF copies can be sent upon 

request. 



A MATTER OF STATUS...  
by Bill Slupe, Association Historian 

 During a recent change of command an admiral made a remark that stuck 

with me. Truthfully, mostly because I‟d never really given it much thought. His 

comment was, that the captain holds the commission for the ship; and for a ship to 

be “in commission” it must have a commissioned officer, in command, to legally 

conduct the business of the nation. As I considered the comment, I thought about the 

various statuses that naval vessels may be classified during their careers. Some are 

common to most sailors and reasonably well understood. Among this group are: in 

commission, decommissioned, and stricken. There are other statuses a ship may hold, 

less often used and unfamiliar. I did some digging and here is a short list of terms and 

what each means. There are five general categories used by the US Navy, but are 

widely used and are fairly universal. (Source: http://www.hazegray.org/faq/ )  
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By an instruction dated 31 May 2002 
(SECNAV Instruction 10520.6), the Secre-

tary  of the Navy directed the use of the 

rattlesnake jack in place of the union jack  
for the duration of the Global War on     

Terrorism. 

ACTIVE STATUS 

 In Commission: Vessel is in active service, operational, 

with crew assigned.  

 In Commission, Full: same as In Commission.  

 In Commission, Special: Vessel is in a special status 

but is still in service. Currently applied to new vessels 

between the time they are officially commissioned at the 

building yard and the time they are ceremonially com-

missioned at some other location.  

 In Service: Similar to In Commission, 

but applied to smaller vessels that do 

not have a permanently assigned crew 

or have a civilian (MSC) crew. 

INACTIVE STATUS  

 ·In Commission, In Reserve: Vessel 

is in service but not fully operational. 

Sometimes applied to a ship that was 

decommissioned for overhaul, during 

the period between completion of the 

overhaul and the completion of sea 

trials. Currently applied to nuclear 

vessels between the time they start the 

stripping/scrapping process and the 

completion of that process.  

 Out of Commission: Vessel is no 

longer in service, not operational, no 

crew assigned.  

 Out of Commission, Full: Same as 

Out of Commission.  

 Out of Commission, In Reserve: 

Same as Out of Commission, but the ship is laid up in 

maintained reserve, possibly for future reactivation.  

 Out of Service: Similar to Out of Commission, but for 

vessels that were previously In Service.  

 In Ordinary: Obsolete status, formerly applied to ships 

laid up in unmaintained reserve.  

SPECIAL STATUS  Applied to ships that are somewhere be-

tween fully active and fully out of service. These status 

categories   are generally used for paperwork purposes 

and have little practical meaning. They are rarely used.  

 Out of Commission, Special 

 In Service, Special  

 In Service, In Reserve 

 Out of Service, Special  

 Other Status Categories (unofficial)  

 Decommissioned: Same as Out of Commission.  

DISCARDED: Permanently out of service in preparation for 

disposal.  

 Hulk: Vessel is permanently inoperable 

due to accident, old age, lack of maintenance or 

intentional demilitarization.  

 Laid Up: Equivalent to Out of Commission, 

In Reserve.  

 Mothballed: Equivalent to Out of Commis-

sion, In Reserve.  

 Reserve: Equivalent to Out of Commission, 

In Reserve.  

 Paid Off: British/European equivalent of 

Decommissioned.  

 Operational Reserve: Ship is crewed and 

capable of going to sea, but full crew for com-

bat operations is not assigned.  

 

STRICKEN: Removed from the (US) Naval 

Vessels Register, or (foreign) Navy List for dis-

posal. This indicates that the Navy is (in theory) 

finished with the ship and it is to be disposed of. 

When a vessel has been stricken it is no longer maintained in 

service or in reserve; it is usually stripped of useful equip-

ment. Upon striking the ship's name is available for assign-

ment to a new vessel. After striking a vessel is often referred 

to as a hulk, regardless of its actual condition. Informally, for 

nations that do not maintain a strict NVR/Navy List, stricken 

means that a vessel has been permanently removed from ser-

vice and is to be disposed of. In almost all cases striking is the 

final formal status change before a vessel is disposed of.  
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 As our ship approaches 50 years and the end of her service life, the status will change, as you can see from the 

listing, eventually being decommissioned and finally, stricken. As noted, this last status will allow the name to become 

available for a new ENTERPRISE (# 9) to be named and carry on the traditions and the service of her predecessors.  

 Years ago (1964), Enterprise, Long Beach, and Bainbridge conducted Operation Sea Orbit. The ships circum-

navigating the globe, without the need for the fleet train, to demonstrate the strategic and practical value of nuclear pow-

er. Unfortunately, the benefit, now as then, comes at a fairly high price. A common thought expressed by would be to 

preserve the ship or even use it as a nuclear power plant and tie it into the nation‟s power grid. The reality is, neither 

preservation nor power generation is practical. For example, the reactor cores, within the next few years, must be re-

moved or replaced.  NOTE: The most recent yard period, to get just two more planned deployments out of Enterprise, ended up 

costing the tax payers nearly 3/4ths of a billion dollars, and that did not include new cores for the reactors!  

 While our ship is currently the fleet's reigning "old grey mare" (oldest, active serving ship, in commission) and 

individually unique, the cost of operating and maintaining an old hull is greater than the late model Nimitz class. Navy 

leadership has expressed a desire to retire the ship as soon as practical, but the decision to retire a carrier, before a re-

placement is available, requires Congressional approval.  

 Ultimately, a ship has a life; some have short careers, others long. The ship and its crew serve the nation. Age, 

technology, the economy, politics, and the world stage determine the role of our military. While our ship is special to 

those who have been privileged serve aboard and be a part of Enterprise, sentimentality can't be allowed to spirit defense 

resources from where they are most valuable. Unfortunately, the demise of our Enterprise (and any nuclear powered ves-

sel) first requires the removal of cores, reactors, and shielding, and that alone, will be very expensive!  When the time 

comes, like the soldier that has performed the duty, it is not a bad thing, rather the norm, to be retired with honor and the 

appreciation of a nation well served. 

NORFOLK, VA Thursday, 13 Jan 2011  

It's never easy to say goodbye to family and friends. The Enterprise 

Carrier Strike Group (ENT CSG) is headed to the Arabian sea as part of 

an on-going rotation. 

 "I'm extremely proud of the men and women of the Enterprise 

Carrier Strike Group," said Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander of 

ENT CSG. "These sailors and Marines have exceeded all expectations 

in a very short amount of time. We are trained and ready to go over the 

horizon and support our joint and coalition partners in the execution our 

nation's maritime strategy. Enterprise returned to the waterfront last 

spring ready to tackle her upcoming deployment. The strike group 

spent most of October at sea training during a challenging Composite 

Training Unit Exercise, and after a successful Joint Task Force Exercise 

in December, we spent our time ensuring the ship, our Sailors, and our 

families were ready for this deployment." 

 ENT CSG consists of approximately 6,000 sailors who, over the last four months, have successfully completed 

refresher training and certifications to ensure they operate effectively and safely together. 

 This is the third deployment leading an aircraft carrier into combat operations over the last three years for Capt. 

Dee L. Mewbourne , who recently assumed duties as commanding officer of USS Enterprise (CVN 65).Mewbourne 

most recently commanded USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) and while in command he completed two successful 

combat deployments supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. 

 ENT CSG is made up of Commander, Carrier Strike Group 12, the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), 

Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 1, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 2, the guided-missile cruiser USS Leyte Gulf (CG 55), and 

the guided-missile destroyers USS Barry (DDG 52), USS Bulkeley (DDG 84), and USS Mason (DDG 87). 

 The squadrons of CVW 1 embarked in Enterprise are Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 11 "Red Rippers," VFA 

136 "Knighthawks," VFA 211 "Fighting Checkmates," Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 251 "Thunderbolts," 

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 123 "Screwtops," Carrier Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron  

VAQ) 137 "Rooks," Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40 "Rawhides," and Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 

(HS) 11 "Dragonslayers." 

Enterprise Strike Group deploys 

Photo from Association archives.  
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Submitted by Martha Enright 

I liked standing on the bridge wing at sunrise with 

salt spray in my face and clean ocean winds whipping in 

from the four quarters of the globe - the ship beneath me 

feeling like a living thing as her engines drove her swiftly 

through the sea.  

I liked the sounds of the Navy - the piercing trill of 

the boatswain's pipe, the syncopated clangor of the ship's 

bell on the quarterdeck, the harsh squawk of the 1MC, and 

the strong language and laughter of sailors at work.  

I liked Navy vessels -- nervous darting destroyers, 

plodding fleet auxiliaries and amphibs, sleek submarines 

and steady solid aircraft carriers.  

I liked the proud names of Navy ships: Midway, 

Lexington , Bunker Hill, Saratoga , Coral Sea, Antietam, 

Valley Forge - - memorials of great battles won and tribula-

tions overcome.  

I liked the lean angular 

names of Navy "tin-cans" and escorts 

- - Barney, Dahlgren, Mullinix, 

McCloy, Damato, Leftwich, Mills, 

Stickell, Noa, Paul, Coontz, T.C. 

Hart, Glover - - mementos of heroes 

who went before us. And the others - 

- San Jose , San Diego , Los Ange-

les , St. Paul , Chicago - named for 

our cities.  

I liked the tempo of a Navy 

band blaring through the topside 

speakers as we pulled away from the 

oiler after refueling at sea. I liked Liberty Call and the spicy 

scent of a foreign port.  

I even liked the never-ending paperwork and all-

hands working parties as my ship filled herself with the 

multitude of supplies, both critical and mundane in order to 

cut ties to the land and carry out her mission anywhere on 

the globe where there was water to float her. 

I liked sailors, officers and enlisted men from all 

parts of the land, farms of the Midwest, small towns of New 

England, from the cities, the mountains and the prairies, 

from all walks of life. I trusted and depended on them as 

they trusted and depended on me - for professional compe-

tence, for comradeship, for strength and courage. In a word, 

they were "shipmates"; then and forever.  

I liked the surge of adventure in my heart, when the 

word was passed: Now set the special sea and anchor detail 

- all hands to quarters for leaving port," and I liked the in-

fectious thrill of sighting home again, with the waving 

hands of welcome from family and friends waiting pier 

side.  

The work was hard and dangerous; the going rough 

at times; the parting from loved ones painful, but the com-

panionship of robust Navy laughter, the "all for one and one 

for all" philosophy of the sea was ever present.  

I liked the serenity of the sea after a day of hard 

ship's work, as flying fish flitted across the wave tops and 

sunset gave way to night.  

I liked the feel of the Navy in darkness -- the mast-

head and range lights, the red and green navigation lights 

and stern light, the pulsating phosphorescence of radar re-

peaters - they cut through the dusk and joined with the mir-

ror of stars overhead. And I liked drifting off to sleep lulled 

by the myriad noises large and small that told me that my 

ship was alive and well, and that my shipmates on watch 

would keep me safe.  

I liked quiet mid-watches with the aroma of strong 

coffee -- the lifeblood of the Navy permeating everywhere.  

And I liked hectic watches when the exacting minu-

et of haze-gray shapes racing at flank 

speed kept all hands on a razor edge of 

alertness.  

I liked the sudden electricity of "General 

quarters, general quarters, all hands man 

your battle stations," followed by the hur-

ried clamor of running feet on ladders 

and the resounding thump of watertight 

doors as the ship transformed herself in a 

few brief seconds from a peaceful work-

place to a weapon of war -- ready for an-

ything.  

And I liked the sight of space-age equip-

ment manned by youngsters clad in dun-

garees and sound-powered phones that their grandfathers 

would still recognize.  

I liked the traditions of the Navy and the men and 

women who made them. I liked the proud names of Navy 

heroes: Halsey, Nimitz, Perry, Farragut, John Paul Jones 

and Burke. A sailor could find much in the Navy, comrades

-in-arms, pride in self and country, mastery of the seaman's 

trade. An adolescent could find adulthood.  

In years to come, when sailors are home from the 

sea, they will still remember with fondness and respect the 

ocean in all its moods - the impossible shimmering mirror 

calm and the storm-tossed green water surging over the 

bow. And then there will come again a faint whiff of stack 

gas, a faint echo of engine and rudder orders, a vision of the 

bright bunting of signal flags snapping at the yardarm, a 

refrain of hearty laughter in the wardroom and chief's quar-

ters and mess decks.  

Gone ashore for good they will grow wistful about 

their Navy days, when the seas belonged to them and a new 

port of call was ever over the horizon.  

Remembering this, they will stand taller and say,  

"I WAS A SAILOR ONCE AND I WOULD DO IT 

AGAIN." 

The Lone Sailor statue at the Navy Memorial in 
Washington DC. Depicting a Sailor waiting on the 

pier for his ship. Photo by Ray Godfrey 

“I Was A Sailor Once…” by VADM Harold Koenig, USN (Ret), M.D. 
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A Tribute to Jimmy Kehoe 
 

Rich Kehoe, our Webmaster and association‟s store clerk, sent out the dues notices to all our mem-

bers.  In response, he received an email that put an emotional lump in his throat. 

 

The email was from Grant Hollett, RADM, USN, (Ret.) and Association member.  RADM Hollett 

asked Rich, “Are you related to the Kehoe who worked for me in A div machine shop, and who died 

in a motorcycle accident?” Rich responded that yes, Jimmy Kehoe was his brother, who died in a car 

accident in 1968, and that Rich was in the car with his brother at 

that time.  Hollett replied with a reference to page 211 in the ‟68 

cruise book, and stated that Jimmy was “the star of the shop.” 

Hollett concluded with the following: 

 

“A tribute to your brother: He taught me some valuable 

skills and basic enlisted leadership to a junior officer. The 

skills were the machining refinements. I had zero practi-

cal experience as a non-volunteer surface nuke, though I 

had a mechanical engineering degree from a NROTC pro-

gram. I owe my total credit to the Navy for an education 

my family could not afford. On many nights, he trained 

me on his skills, and in fact I still have a machined piece 

he instructed me on, assisted by MMFN Bautista. 

 

“The enlisted leadership piece, from a man who would have been a CPO soon, was by obser-

vation of how he (the only shop among the 9 areas who worked for me) as a 1st class led his 

men. He taught me a lot. 

 

“Thanks for sharing your brother. 

 

“Grant Hollett, “RADM, USN (Ret.)” 

 

In return, Rich‟s older brother provided the following tribute to Brother Jimmy: 

 

“There were six kids in our family. I was the oldest and Jimmy was second. By the time I was 

10 and he was 8, I became the second tallest sibling, which made me eligible for hand me 

downs! By the time I was 20, I was the 4th tallest Sibling! I eventually made it down to 5th 

when my brother John matured! The only ones I didn‟t get hand me downs from was my sis-

ters! However, I was the maverick and joined the Hooligan‟s Navy (and I am darned proud of 

it!!!). Jim and Rich joined the regular Navy. Jimmy was a 1st class machinist mate on the USS 

Enterprise and was killed in an auto accident while on active duty in 1968. I knew he was real-

ly good in the shop, but this tribute 42 years later sort of affirms it. My dad would have loved 

to have seen this. He was so devastated by Jimmy‟s death.” -- Pat Kehoe 

 

Editor’s Note: We rarely get such a touching insight into the lives of three Enterprise Sailors and a 

Coast Guardsman. All of us are proud of Jimmy Kehoe. Coast Guardsmen are okay too.  Thanks for 

sharing, Rich, Pat, and RADM Hollett. 

Lt. Hollett (left) and MM1 Kehoe study blue-
prints in preparation for a repair job. Submitted 

by RADM Hollett 
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Eternal Father, strong to save  

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd'st the mighty Ocean deep  

Its own appointed limits keep; 

O hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea.  

 

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard 

And hushed their raging at Thy word, 

Who walked‟st on the foaming deep, 

And calm amid the storm didst sleep;  

O hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea.  

O Holy Spirit, who didst brood  

Upon the chaos dark and rude  

And bid the angry tumult cease  

And give for wild confusion peace:  

O hear us when we cry to Thee  

For those in peril on the sea.  

 

O trinity of love and power  

Our brethren shield in danger's hour. 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe  

Protect them wheresoe'er they go:  

O hear us when we cry to Thee  

For those in peril on the sea. 

Image from ship’s first Christmas card. 

The Navy Hymn  

 The hymn, entitled "Eternal Father, Strong to Save," is found in most Protestant 

Hymnals. It can be more easily located in these hymnals by consulting the "Index to 

First Lines" under "Eternal Father, Strong to Save." The words have been changed sev-

eral times since the original hymn by Rev. Whiting was first published in 1860-61. One 

will find that the verses as now published differ from the original, primarily in the 

choice of one or two words in several lines of each verse. However, inasmuch as it is not 

known whether the original words are now available in a hymnal, those original words 

are given below: 


