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QuarterlyNewsletter - Summer 2026
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE:
by James (Jim) Voorhies

Greetings Shipmates and Families of the
USS Enterprise

We are 6 months into 2026 and busier than I
would’ve imagined. I hope your health and welfare
are holding up well during this year. Enjoy this year
and spend time with your family and friends. Our
annual reunion in San Antonio is quickly
approaching. The Association is celebrating our 40th

anniversary this year.
Juan Martinez, his family and all of his support
network are working very hard to put together a great
gathering with events for all of us Enterprise Sailors
and Marines. I am looking forward to having a good
time, learning history, sharing stories and getting
reacquainted with old friends. If I have one request
for Juan, it is to please provide for some cool weather
while we visit your fantastic city. I have been to San
Antonio in the past and it can be a little bit warm with
just a touch of humidity.
We have lots of business to discuss during our
meetings. I am sure we will accomplish many things
and see new looks. Scholarships have been requested
and they are currently being evaluated. Tommy
Bowden has the new Ship’s Store up and running on
our website, with a few items for sale. He is regularly
adding new merchandise and will be adding more
items before the reunion. Sadly, we will not have our
memorabilia room set up this year, Bill and Linda
Slupe are recovering from some medical issues that
won’t allow them to travel. Please send all your
prayers and especially your hugs to them for speedy

recoveries. Also sad to note, is that we have lost a
few shipmates this year, including some of our plank
owners. We will honor all our lost shipmates during
our memorial ceremony. Prayers and condolences
have been sent to their families to help ease their pain.
And finally, our nation has asked our servicemen,
from all services, to meet the call to duty in South
America and the Middle East. Please think of our
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines in your
thoughts and prayers. If you know of someone who is
serving overseas, or you know their family who is
anxiously awaiting their return, thank them for their
service and welcome them home, with the warmest
wishes that you can.
We will see you in San Antonio. Shirley and I send
our love to all our Veteran friends.

IN MEMORIAM TO OUR SHIPMATES:

Raymond Avalos: X Division (1972-1974)
Charles Baker: V-1 Division (1963-1966)
Gary Blackburn: RM Division (1960-1963) Plank Owner
Raymond Boire: E Division (1965-1966)
Charles Dillehay: V-1 Division (1961-1963) Plank Owner
Ray Martin: RC Division (1961-1965, 1967-1971)
Robert A. Morris: RM Division (1960-1966) Plank Owner
Fred Nuesser: S-1 Division (1966-1969)
William”Bud” Orr: VA-113 Division (1968-1970)

VA-97 Division (1974-1976)
Douglas Roland:Med/H Division (1965-1966)

HONORARY MEMBERS:

Louise Hauck (spouse) Clyde Hauck (dec 2017)
G Division (1965-1967)

https://cvan-cvn-65.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1884570089141061
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Scuttlebutt from THE EDITOR:
by Dave Trumble

For this Newsletter, I decided to use a
picture on the front page of our
shipmates manning the rails. I’m
pretty sure this picture was taken as
we pulled into Pearl Harbor.

I think you will find the “Letters From Our
Members” section in this newsletter, very interesting.
With that being said, I am making a call out to all
shipmates! If you would like to share a story from
your time on board the Enterprise, I am in need of
more information. I know there are stories you have
told to family, friends and other shipmates. Just take
time and write some of those stories down and send
them to me. If you have some pictures that go along
with those stories, that’s even better.
An idea, which I have used to generate membership,
is to share our newsletter with other shipmates, which
aren’t yet members of the Association. So far, two of
my former shipmates that I served with, have joined
because of me doing just that.
In this newsletter I’ve included a tentative Reunion
Agenda. On Wednesday, August 5th we will visit the
National Museum of the Pacific War and I’ve
included a Visitor Site Map of that Museum. I’m
looking forward to a great time in San Antonio. I see
the temperatures in San Antonio in early August
range with average lows around 76°F and average
highs up to 100°F, so plan your wardrobe accordingly.
On the last page, under our list of officers, I have
generated a QR code. You can use your smart phone
camera or a QR code scanner and when scanning that
code, it will take you to our website. You can then go
to the Ship’s Store or other links from there.
If you have any questions regarding anything in this
Newsletter, please reach out to James Voorhies or
myself. You can always reach me via email at:
Newsletter@cvan-cvn-65.org
Until next newsletter, take care and see you soon in
San Antonio!

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
by Travis Mathews

“But who are you, a human
being, to talk back to God ?
“Shall what is formed say to
the one who formed it, ‘Why
did you make me like this ?’
Romans 9 : 20-21

“Does not the potter have the right to make out of the
same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes
and some for common use ?”
There are times when we need to learn our place!
Amen ?!
Shipmates, God is the Creator and we are the vessels
that He created !
So, instead of complaining, and arguing about what
God is doing ? We need to “Trust and Obey”, and
humble ourselves ! Trust in His sovereignty as the
Creator !
His ways and His thoughts, are soooo much above us !
Isaiah 55 : 8-9
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways and My thoughts than your
thoughts.”
Proverbs 3 : 5-6
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
Job 38 : 2
“Who is this that obscures My plans with words
without knowledge ?”
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way,
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey !
Have a blessed Summer and see You soon.
Jesus loves you !

“I am apt to believe that {Independence
Day} will be celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary
festival.”

- John Adams

Remember; If you are not receiving our
emails. Please check your spam folder
and add us to your trusted senders list.

- Brian Heck

mailto:Newsletter@cvan-cvn-65.org
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LETTERS FROM OURMEMBERS

The USS Cree (ATF-84) Incident
by Fred Aylstock

In January, 1978, during a work-up cruise in advance of
the 1978 WESTPAC/Indian Ocean deployment, an
aircraft from the Enterprise air wing made a horrible
mistake, accidentally dropping three bombs on the USS
Cree during a live bombing exercise in the Navy’s
operating area west of San Diego. In previous reunions,
many of the Association members I have talked with
were not aware that this incident ever happened. So, I
decided to write a newsletter article describing the
incident while I can still remember some of the details.

First, let me say, I have no special inside knowledge
about what happened. I was an ET working on one of
the fixed-array radar systems at the time, not involved
with air operations in any way. To augment my 72-
year-old memory, I have turned to existing
documentation. What I have been able to find is skimpy
to say the least, but I have two on-line sources – a
Wikipedia article on the Cree, and an official Navy
narrative that is part of an Enterprise history for the
period 1975-1980. There is also a mention of the
incident as a sidebar in Dave McKay’s excellent book
on the Enterprise. McKay defers to an Enterprise
crewman, EM Jim Wood, who describes the incident as
he remembers it. I am providing links to these sources
at the end of the article.

January, 1978 began with many of the ship’s crew
returning from leave taken over the 1977 Christmas and
New Year holidays. The departure for what would be,
for me, my third and final Enterprise deployment during
my 4 ½ year tour on the ship was looming on the
horizon, planned for early April. The first at-sea period
of the year was to be a long one for a local cruise,
scheduled from 10 January to 2 February. We were
conducting battle group operations with the USS Long
Beach (CGN-9), the USS John Paul Jones (DDG-32),
and the USS Moctobi (ATF-105). There may have been
others, but these are the ones listed in the Navy
document.

On 18 January, the schedule called for a bombing
exercise using live ordinance. The Cree, a WWII
vintage, Cherokee-class Fleet Tug designed for hauling
loads in open water, was tasked with towing an obsolete
yard oiler out to the operating area to be used as a
bombing target. On the morning of the 18th, the Cree
towed the target into the designated bombing area,
released the cable, and set the target adrift. The Cree
then pulled back to what should have been a safe spot at

the north end of the area to await further instructions,
and the bomb runs commenced.

How the flight crew of the aircraft misidentified the
Cree as the target is a point of contention. The Navy
document avoids addressing the question by simply
stating the Cree “mistakenly became the target when a
Navy jet aircraft made an attack run on her at 1206.”
The Cree article appears to have copied this text word
for word. Jim Wood states that the target had been hit
and sunk by another squadron, possibly from the
Ranger, and word never got to the aircraft. My
recollection is that the previous bomb run sank the
target and it didn’t get reported; it is not clear whether it
was one of our aircraft or one from another carrier. I
wasn’t aware that we were operating with any other
carrier(s) during that exercise.

The sources are in agreement as to what happened next.
The attack aircraft released three 500-lb bombs towards
the Cree. One bomb holed the mast and exploded in the
air just to the side of the ship. This bomb caused a
bunch of shrapnel damage to the ship’s upper decks. A
second bomb fell on the port side of the ship, passed
under the keel, and detonated under water on the
starboard side. This bomb caused the worst damage,
tearing a hole in the hull below the water line, blasting
bulkheads and seams, and causing the Cree to take on
water. A third bomb smashed through the foredeck and
lodged itself in a passageway two decks down in the
bow area. By incredible luck, or perhaps a divine
providence, this bomb failed to detonate.

Once the command realized what had happened, the
exercise was immediately halted and all efforts went
towards keeping the Cree afloat. A call went out to the
battle group to provide any portable pumps they had on
board, as the crew of the Cree was fighting to keep the
ocean out. The Enterprise sent over their EOD team to
diffuse the unexploded bomb. Once again, the sources
tell different stories. The Navy account simply says that
the team was able to get on board and diffuse the bomb
within 45 minutes. The Cree article says the team
stopped work for a while, asking for the loose cables in
the passageway to be taped off by the electrician. Jim
Wood has an interesting version: the EOD team
encountered so much hostility from the Cree’s crew that
they returned to the Enterprise and requested an armed
escort. We can only guess which story tells what
actually happened. It would seem irrational to blame the
ship’s company EOD team for an air wing screw-up,
not to mention these guys were risking their own lives
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to save the ship and its crew. However, people
sometimes don’t act rationally in times of stress.

Later that evening, the John Paul Jones took the Cree
under tow and started back towards San Diego. The
Moctobi took over the next afternoon (19 January) and
finished taking the Cree back to its berth. The crew was
exhausted after fighting for 27 hours to keep their ship
in a state of positive buoyancy. The Enterprise also
pulled into North Island on the 19th for a three day port
call after passing an order throughout the ship: don’t
say anything to anybody about what happened. So, of
course, the whole story was on the front page of the San
Diego newspaper the next day with the headline
“Sighted Fleet Tug, Sank Same”, a play on the message
sent after the first successful U-Boat sinking in the
Atlantic during WWII. I also remember a picture in the
newspaper of the Cree’s mast with a perfect hole
punched right through the center – another bit of a
miracle that the bomb didn’t take the mast down.

I have seen a report once in the memorabilia room that
stated that the Enterprise port call in San Diego was
scheduled. It was not, unless the command was
planning to spring it on us as a surprise (no, I’ve never
seen that happen any other time, either). I think it was
totally driven by what had happened and it was felt
everyone needed a chance to take a deep breath. I have
long imagined that the Enterprise top brass probably
spent some time on the carpet doing some explaining
during that visit.

The Navy apparently decided that the damage to the
Cree wasn’t worth repairing, because the ship was
struck from the Navy List on 21 April 1978 and sunk as
a target on 27 August 1978.

Accidents happen, and this was a doozy. It could have
been much worse if the bomb in the bow had exploded,
probably sending the ship to the bottom along with
much of her crew of 85 officers and enlisted. As far as I
know, no one was seriously injured or killed, so there’s
that. Hopefully, lessons were learned and steps taken by
the Navy to prevent something like this from ever
happening again.

Link to official Navy site that describes the Cree
incident:
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-
histories/danfs/e/enterprise-cvan-65-viii-1976-1980.html

Link to Wikipedia page for USS Cree that describes the
friendly fire incident:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Cree

Link to Naval Marine Archive list of Yard Oilers:
https://navalmarinearchive.com/sbh/smallships/yo.html

Link to Dave McKay’s book on the Enterprise:
https://www.willsonscott.biz/uss-enterprise

My first reunion: 2023 Las Vegas, NV
by Brian R. Heck

Let me begin with, 1984 Gonzo Station, RL Division
aft shack. I was newly trained, standing watch in the
aft shack for a month or two and I needed to add
NH4OH Ammonia hydroxide to one of the reactors
in 3 plant. We used this chemical to control the PH in
the reactor itself. I had my Paperwork signed off and
I went down with all my gear. I had all my safety
gear on and told the mechanic that I was ready. What
we do, is siphon the Ammonia from a 1 quart bottle
into a vessel, which is then flushed into the reactor.
But this time, the mechanic forgot to first cool the
vessel. When the ammonia hit the hot vessel, it
flashed and expanded back up the tubing, blowing the
cork out of my hand. My mechanic ran, not telling
anyone that something had happened. I am blinded
and cannot breathe; I manage to get the cork back in
the bottle or the cap I am not sure which. I fall to the
ground crawling blind to the exit. Next, I remember
hearing a voice, that I can only contribute to God
saying, “rest”. Well, I woke up in the infirmary with
the corpsman telling me that the only reason I
survived, was because I passed out under a
ventilation duct, which was no accident. I have no
recollection if I was there for an hour or 3 days but
typical Navy, they gave me some Tylenol and sent
me back to work.
I have been telling my family and friends this story
for over 30 years, never knowing who it was that
found me or got me out of there. The Las Vegas
Reunion in 2023, was my first reunion. I had brought
my cruise book from the 84 and 86 Westpac. I was in
the memorabilia room looking around with my wife
Teresa, and I was talking to someone. When Teresa
said, “you have to talk to this guy, Eric Mann”. He
was looking for the 1984 Cruise book, to see if he
could find the guy from RL division, who he found at
the bottom of the ladder and that the Ammonia smell
was so bad, he could not enter the space. So he called
away the emergency and medical came down in full
gear and evacuated him. He had assumed that the
man had died, but never knew for sure. Well, that
man was me. Thirty plus years of never knowing the
rest of the story, now I know, thanks to going to a
reunion. It was Eric’s first reunion also. Imagine, that
only God could make this story happen.

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/e/enterprise-cvan-65-viii-1976-1980.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/e/enterprise-cvan-65-viii-1976-1980.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Cree
https://navalmarinearchive.com/sbh/smallships/yo.html
https://www.willsonscott.biz/uss-enterprise
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A Little Humor

Ship’s Store Information

- Reunion Pre-orders: Any items you wish
to pick up at the reunion can be ordered
through the ship’s store now.

- Apparel Options: All apparel is available
in a variety of colors that are not currently
displayed in the online store.

- Lead Times: Please note there is a two-
week lead time for any apparel not currently
in inventory. I recommend ordering now to
ensure your items are ready for pickup at
the reunion.

Best regards,

Tommy Bowden, Ship’s Store Clerk

Tentative Reunion Agenda
Aug 3 (1830-1930) Welcome Dinner
Aug 4 (0730-0830) Executive Meeting

(0930-1130) General Meeting
Aug 5 (0930-1530) Museum & Lunch
Aug 6 (open day)
Aug 7 (0930-1130) 2nd General Meeting

(1830-2030) Closing Dinner
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